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Washington, DC – Today, Congressman Jerry McNerney (CA-11) and Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher (CA-10) announced that $3.5 million for a bus rapid transit connection between the Dublin/Pleasanton BART station and Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory was approved by the U.S. House of Representatives based on requests made by Reps. Tauscher and McNerney.  Project funding was included in the 2008 Departments of Transportation, and Housing and Urban Development Appropriations bill.

 

“We are all too familiar with the congestion on I-580 and throughout the Tri-Valley,” said Rep. Tauscher, the senior Northern Californian on the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee.  “What this project does is get people out of their cars clearing the roads so that people can shorten their commute times spending more time with their families and less time stuck in traffic.  The project will also grow ridership and promote future public transportation investment throughout the corridor by showing just how practical and vital these investments can be.”

 

“This is an important project which will connect BART riders to Livermore Lab, a major regional employment center, and touch other employment and residential centers along the way,” said Rep. McNerney.  “Offering commuters a viable, quick, easy-to-use option will help relive some congestion on I-580, which resembles a parking lot during morning and afternoon rush hours.”

 

The Bus Rapid Transit project has the support of the Tri-Valley Cities, particularly Dublin, Pleasanton, and Livermore through which the route would run.  The Bus Rapid Transit Route would run from the Dublin/Pleasanton BART station to Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, making stops in downtown Pleasanton and Livermore.
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A description of the project appears below:

 

$3.5 million for LAVTA’s Bus Rapid Transit from Dublin/Pleasanton BART to Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory

 

Funding will be used for a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project that will reduce congestion on heavily traveled Interstate 580 by providing a rapid transit alternative for commuters traveling through the Tri-Valley region by connecting BART’s Dublin/Pleasanton station to the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory.  This route was identified by BART as the most viable BRT route in their service area.  The Livermore Amador Valley Transit Authority (LAVTA) currently operates bus service along this route, which BART has identified as the most viable for a bus rapid transit upgrade due to its high ridership levels and its connection to multiple employment and residential centers.

 

Funding for the project is subject to approval by the Senate and then President Bush.  The appropriations process is expected to be complete by the start of the next fiscal year on October 1, 2007.
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